THE VETERINARY RECORD 


AH Weekly Journal 


for the Profession. 


FounpDEp By HontinG, F.R.0.V.8. 


No. 1640. 


DECEMBER 133, tg19. 


VoL. XXXII. 


WHOLE-TIME VETERINARY INSPECTION. 

Some still object to the idea of whole-time veter- 
inary inspection throughout the country, but it can 
hardly be doubted that the change is coming, It may 
come gradually, by local authorities following the ex- 
ample that some are setting, or more suddenly by 
new legislation embracing the whole country. Soon- 
er or later, it seems inevitable, and it may well come 
in the near future. Well organised, it should meet 
the national needs better than the present methods, 
and this the profession ought to recognise. 

Practitioners who are not part-time inspectors 
will probably generally welcome the change. It 
will remove a grievance which has always existed 
wherever part-time inspection was in force, and 
which, in some cases, has not been without justifi- 
cation. The case is different with the present part. 
time inspectors, some of whom will be seriously af- 
fected by the alteration. Those to whom it means 
most, however, will be among the strongest candi- 
dates for the first whole-time posts, and the rest 
must be prepared to sacrifice something for the 
national welfare. Almost all important changes, 
however beneficial to the majority, inevitably bear 
hardly upon some individuals. A system of whole- 
time veterinary inspection, adequately manned and 
well organised, would be immeasurably superior to 
any part-time one, and that consideration ought to 
over-ride all others. 

Mr. Hugh Begg, in his recent paper on the sub- 
ject, rightly laid it down that “ to secure the greatest 
good for the greatest number will, and must, be the 
aim of every local authority.” A correspondent 
to day quotes some of these words, and opines that 
‘go far as the veterinary profession is concerned ”’ 
the object would be obtained by " giving each man a 
small slice instead of giving the whole to one man 
and an assistant.” Apparently this states the old idea 
of allowing each man to be inspector for his own’ 
practice; but few who think out all that such a 
plan would ultimately entail, will fail to recognise 
it as an impossible dream. Further, the limitation 
of the term “ greatest good of the greatest number ” 
to the veterinary profession is utterly unjustifiable 
here. The term applies to the whole community 
which a given authority rules, and of which our 
profession is an insignificant fraction. The autho- 
rity’s duty is, first, to put the profession to the 
best communal use; and second, to treat it justly 
in doing so. We expect the second duty to be ful- 
filled; we have no right to ask that the first should 


be ignored. 


FERN POISONING. 
Major STorRAR, T.D,, R.A.V.C. 

I am interested on reading notes on the subject 
by Messrs. Brown, Gardner and Meguire. I am 
quite satisfied that Mr. Brown is cortect in his diag- 
nosis. 

Some twenty years ago, I gave a detailed account 
of an extensive outbreak of fern poisoning in The 
Veterinary Journal. I have not now got copies of 
the journal in my possession so cannot give the 
date, but anyone possessing a complete series will 
find my report. At first I was in doubt as to the 
nature of the disease, and thought it might arise from 
some hedge-row or fungus poison, but ultimately I 
was quite satisfied that the outbreak was due to 
fern, It is not a common disease ; it occurs only in 
very dry summers, such as we have just passed 
through, as cattle will not eat bracken unless they 
are starving for something green, and this is about 
the only thing they can find, as the fern persists in 
showing itself in the driest of weather, and the 
poisonous principle is said to be most active on the 
small curled frond just as it makes its appearance 
above ground. The analyst gave it as his opinion 
that the disease was of a poisonous nature due to 
the alkaloid Felicine. 

T am not now in general practice, but have heard 
of a good many cases this year, and in more than 
one instance have solved the (what is looked upon 
as mysterious) complaint. No treatment seemed to 
have any curative effect ; the cases of young cattle 
all died. The cases exhibited extensive ulcers on the 
nostrils and udder; they wentoff milk but ultimate- 
ly pulled through. I changed all the young cattle 
grazing in the field together on to a field of after- 
math, but several died up to a month afterwards, 
thus showing the cumulative nature of the poison. 

About two years ago I was asked to-give my 
opinion on a case that had been going on for some 
time between a farmer and a Corporation on whose 
sewage lands the farmer's cattle had been for a time. 
The farmer tried to make out a case of septicaemia 
from the sewage, but after hearing the history of the 
cases and the post-mortem appearances, I was able 
to convince both parties of the nature of the disease, 
and the case was settled out of Céurt, 

I will be pleased to give any other information 
either through your valuable paper or direct to any- 
one writing to me. 


Plas Newydd, 
Crumlin, Mon. Dec. 4th. 


D. M. Storrar, 
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THE LIABILITIES OF VETERINARY SURGEONS ENGAGED 
- IN PRIVATE PRACTICE.* 


Henry B. EvE, M.B.C.V.S. 


The liabilities of a veterinary surgeon engaged in pri- 
vate practice are many, unfortunately, and no matter 
how careful one may be in endeavouring to steer clear 
of all accidents, and litigious clients, sooner or later one 
finds oneself awkwardly placed and in a tight corner. A 
veterinary surgeon may or may not be able to extricate 
himself, or come off only second best, and have to face a 
County Court Judge for damages brought against him 
by a client for assumed wrongful treatment, or neglect 
of an animal placed under his care, and appear as a de- 
fendant. 

It is extraordinary at times to find what quite unfore- 
seen sequelae may follow even simple procedure in vet- 
erinary — and produce disastrous results. I have 
met with many in my time, but have, fortunately, man- 
— to wriggle out of them up to date, without the aid 
of the National Veterinary Mutual Defence Association, 
which I suggest everyone in practice should join, as a 
protection to himself, if only for this reason. For I con- 
tend that litigious clients could do very little indeed if 
they were unable to obtain professional evidence to back 
them up with their cases which, unfortunately, is only 
too easy to get ; there are many vets. ever ready to give 
expert evidence against a professional brother. Another 
factor which aids and abets the cranky client, is the 
veterinary surgeon—the shining expert, who openly 
boasts that no accident or unforeseen incident ever oc- 
curs in his large practice. Now I maintain that a_prac- 
titioner can legal H only be expected to possess ordinary 
skill and powers of observation ; that is the skill that he 
is expected to bring to bear on his patient, and I hold 
that no man, however smart he may be is “ infallible ” 
in either his diagnosis or treatment. He simply does his 
best. What more can he do? If he fails to cnre his 
patient or to give satisfaction to his client, well, in the 
a of cases that is his misfortune—certainly not 

is fault. In order to succeed in an action for negligence, 
the plaintiff must prove beyond all reasonable doubt to 
the satisfaction of uhe Judge or Jury, as the case ma 
be, that the V.S. attending either did something whic 
he ought not to have done, or omitted to do somethin 
which he ought to have done, and was negligent, an 
faifed to take all reasonable care in the performance of 
his duties. This is the view usually taken by the Judge 
in finding an adverse verdict. 

I have endeavoured to group the headings of liabilities 
roughly as follows :— 

An accident happening during the procedure af :-— 
The examination of horses as to soundness. 

The performance of operations, and eccidents arising 
from casting, etc. 

Employment of anzesthetics local and general. 

Liability in connection with the medical treatment of a 
case (e.g. wrong treatment, or neglect to visit often 
enough through long distance ; as colt after castration). 

The administration of medicines :— 
Accidents arising from balling, drenching, hypodermic 
injection—intravenous ; errors due to an assistant— 
giving wrong medicine—unqualified man sent. 

Untoward results from counter-irritation :— 

(s} Blistering. (b) Firing. ‘(c) Action of a purgative 

d) Venesection. 


* Read at the meeting at Maidstone. 


Liability of those who keep shoeing forges (pricking re- 
sults, or maltreatment of animal difficult to shoe by 
attendant). 

Opinion as to pregnancy in cows, etc. 

Opinion asked as to date of death of calf or foal by In- 
surance Companies. 

Inspection of racehorses at meetings ; (opinion asked by 
stewards as to being doped or not. Inspection of ani- 
mals at markets, for effects of lightning ; giving cer- 
tificates). 

Giving Police certificates under the Injured Animal’s 
Act (Street Accidents) 1911. 

Animals (Notification of Disease) Order 1910—omit- 

ting to notify disease to Inspector of the local autho- 

rity, 

The dangers and pitfalls of “ hasty diagnosis ” of frac- 

tures and hopeless cases of spinal injury (apparent) 

broken back, etc. 

Certifying cattle free from tuberculosis for exportation. 

Opinion asked as to the presence of foreiga bodies in 
the bovine reticulum. 

Opinion asked as to animals, horses, cattle, sheep, swine 

ing affcted with rabies. 

Omitting to give a dose of anti-tetanus serum when 
treating a wound, and tetanus resulting. 

The escape of a dog from an infirmary or in quarantine,’ 
failing to get a license from owners to produce for in- 
spection of Police or Inland Revenue Officers. Claim 
for dog’s carcase after death, body removed to public 
destructor, or buried ere notifying owner. 

Failing to detect the presence of a retained placenta es- — 
pecially in the mare. 

Failing to diagnose anthrax, sheep-scab, foot-and-mouth 
disease, parasitic mange, glanders, epizootic-lymphan- 
gitit, contagious abortion, sheep-pox, dourine, conta- 
gious venereal tumours in stud dogs. 

Omitting to examine for the vermiform appendix being 
present or not in pedigree rams for exportarlon. 
Exam. as to soundness. Horse injured slipping up in 

the street when riding, afraid of traffic ; omitting to 
ausculate, take pulse, temperature. Failing to notice 
certain defects at the time of examination, (bishoping of 
teeth, nasal gleet, odd feet, seedy toe, incipient navicu- 
lar, ringbone, splints, quidding, coughing, poll-evll scars, 
spavins, coarse hocks, curbs, stringhalt): not removing 
shoes—corns present and lameness results ; sandcrack, 
covered up and missed ; shivering, crib-biting and wind- 
sucking, weaving, grunting, whistling, thick-winded, 
broken-winded ; been faked, and not discovered until 
too late, especially defective eyesight ; (heart disease), 
deafness, paralysis of the tail, or rectum. Neurectomy, 
especially median, having been performed. > 

Performance of operations. Casting and securing 
animal for castration, fracture, broken back, rupture of 
heart or diaphragm, radial paralysis resulting, latter due 
to animal being kept a long time down, with head bent 
round, thereby causing undue shoulder pressure on the 
radial nerve plexus. 

Rupture of the oesophagus from passing probang 
standing in the horse, or cow. Make sure that no ama- 
teur has had a try first and done the trick ere your 
arrival, and you get the blame. 

Omitting to examine heart ere giving, and a condition 
of status lymphaticus being present the patient dies : 
the above conditions not being diagnoseable during life, 
and only discovered at P.M. 

Local. Inj. cocaine for diagnosis of lameness, opera- 
tions. Poisoning and fracture results. 

Medical Administrations. Accidents from balling, 
animal nape against delivery and ball gets crossed in 
upper part of gullet, and causes distress bordering on 
choking. From drenching mange wee results and death). 
From hyp. inj. needle breaking, abscesses forming, and 
pyaemia resulting from non-aseptic precautions. Unto- 
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ward results from counter-irritation, blistering, firing, 
action of purgative ball. 

Blistering. Cantharides poisoning, blood poisoning, 
hysteria, tetanus resulting. 

Firing too deep and sloughing of the skin result. 

ge urgative, super-purgation, enteritis and laminitis re- 
sulting. 

Venesection. Phlebitis, entrance of air into the vein, 
causing death, producing syncope, thrombus, embolism 
of the pulmonary artery, or gaseous embolism of the 
— arteries. Toxic dose 8 litres. Danger limit, 1 
itre. 

Opinion as to Pregnancy.—Veterinary surgeons are 
often asked to give their opinion on this condition 


which is often extremely difficult to determine, unless | d 


the animal is in an advanced stage. Often the usual 
procedure adopted—abdominal palpation, touch and 
sight, auscultation, rectal and vaginal exploration, 
exercise and draught of cold water—give no clue satis- 
factory. Some authorities assert that a cow pregnant 
has a short tight cough which is diagnostic, (Thompson, 
Aspatria) and which disappears only when it calves. 
However, a cough may arise through reflex action from 
the presence of parasites in the stomach or liver, and 
from irritation of the womb during the process of irri- 
gation after removal of stinking placenta ; if water be 
a little too hot when pymped in, animal coughs at once, 
but it is even more pronounced even when cold water 
is injected. 

The Live Stock Journal is quoted in the German and 
Italian Veterinary Journals as giving a new method, 
viz.,a drop of milk from the animal under consideration 
is dropped from a clean straw into a tumbler of water ; 
then if the cow ¢s not in calf the milk at once mixes 
with the water, with a flocculent cloudiness ; whereas 
if pregnant the drop falls to the bottom of the glass 
with hardly any mixing. This method may be new to 
Europe but is practised in India, and has been for ages, 
and is so empirically correct that in cases of dispute, 
when rejecting pregnant animals produced for slaughter, 
butchers regard it as a ay test, and refuse to buy. 

Agglutination of the Blood Corpuscles is stated to be 
diagnostic (Journal of American Medical Association, 
April 15th, 1918), by medical practitioners in the case 
of pregnant women. It states that citrated blood from 
pregnant women showed a much more prononnced and 
much more rapid sedimentation of the red corpuscles 
than the citrated blood of non-pregnant women. The 
stability of the suspension of blood corpuscles is more 
pronounced in men than in women, and the stability is 
materially reduced in pregnancy. This test may prove 
a useful aid to us in diagnosing difficult cases, and seems 
worthy of a trial. ‘ 

Twitching of Vulva Pathognomic of Foetal death.— 
U.S.A.T.V. Medicine (?).—It is a common occurrence to 
be called in to attend cows heavy in calf and presenting 
syetems of a doubtful character. These cases in cows 
are always important from the standpoint of their effect 
on the reputation of the attending V.S. ; any error in 
diagnosis, and wrong treatment usually results in dis- 
aster for the Vet., even if not for the cow. A variety 
of pathological conditions within the uterus present very 
complex symptoms, and it requires considerable experi- 
ence to classi Rae correctly. There is, however, one 
symptom in. this class of cases, which it is said can 
generally be depended upon—the rapid, sometimes 

chorea-like twitching of the vulva” when the fcetus is 
dead and begins to undergo degenerative changes while 
the “Os uteri” is closed, when accompanied by fever, 
anorexia, and other usual symptoms. This sign is 
doubly valuable as an aid to diagnosis, because usually 
a putrid foetus is retained, and only rarely expelled 
spontaneously at the end of gestation period. All 
practitioners recognise the gravity of this condition. It 


must, of course, be understood that it would be of no 
value and has no bearing on cases of foetal death at the 
close of gestation resulting from dystokia, but onl 
se death and degeneration occur while os uteri is 
closed. 

Opinion as to date of death of Calf or Foal for 
Insurance Co.-Claim (U.S.A.) 

Examine the Cornea ; if it is transparent and cannot 
a depressed by the finger, indicates death with 24 

ours, 

If Cornea has lost its transparency and is easily de- 
pressed and has white opaque patches on its surface, it 
indicates that it has been dead several days. 

If Cornea is opaque all over, it has been dead quite 8 


ays. 
Tuberculin Test: Pasteur v. British.—The reason 
why some clients for exportation demand the use of 
Pasteur and do not accept British. Liability of veteri- 
nary surgeon, who gives Certificates free from Tuber- 
culosis, when anima! is found to react in Buenos Aires 
when retested on arrival, and is returned to seller. 

Skin Tuberculin Test :—Vallée Alfort, has communi- 
catrd to the Academy of Science results of experiments 
of Tuberculin administered hyp. on scarified skin ; he 
says if the scarification is as deep as possible without 
fetching blood, the reaction is intense, it appears like a 
warty tubercle, and lasts from ten to twenty days. More- 
over, that cattle will react again if a few weeks intervene 
between the operation, and that the subcutaneous inj. 
of tuberculin a few days previously does not prevent a 
reaction, for in five bullocks whic ve a marked re- 
action the test had kes reacted well. 

Intradermal (U.S.A.).— Injection is made with a 
medium-sized sterilized needle under the skin surface, 
3 or 4 drops give a reaction—a hard painful swelling 
which persists from 5—10 days, even sometimes extends 
to upper surface of tail. If swelling is a septic infec- 
tion, is a soft one ; extends along the tail and passes 
away sooner. A positive reaction reaches its height on 
the 3rd day. 

Vet. Inspection at Open Markets.—Some difficulties 
in the diagnosis of disease in animals in open markets 
are well known to those employed on such missions, and 
may be divided into two sections :—Inspection under 
the Diseases of Animals’ Acts, and the various Orders 
made by the Board of Agriculture. (2) the inspection of 
such for the protection of public health in the preven- 
tion of the sale of diseased animals for the food of man. 

Under the first heading the V.S. is appointed to 
amp a market, usually chiefly for pigs, with a view 
to detection of swine fever, and nothing further is done. 
This applies to the majority of markets, and the Dis- 
eases of Animals’ Acts do not make it compulsory for a 
Local Authority to have a V.S. present at the Live 
Stock Market. 

(2) Isn’t it infra dig to have to be appointed an 
Inspector of Nuisances ere able to inspect Carcases ? 

he Methods of Diagnosis in Live Stock* Markets.— 
One has to rely on sight and touch ; percussion and 
auscultation are not practicable. However, a knowled, 
of the districts from which the animals come, and the 
diseases most frequently met with in animals from these 
districts, plays a very considerable part in one’s success 
—or otherwise, in diagnogis. ; 

The Common Diseases met with.—Tuberculosis, Johne's, 
and parasitic conditions—mange, sheep 
scab, etc. 

Remarks.—In view of the Tuberculosis Order, I 
suggest as important the definition of the emanciated 
animals ex for sale, and “neat” and store cattle, 
in a public market. maintain that Vet. Inpectors 
should have the power to detain for examination 
animal which appears diseased or nnwell, and that these 
animals should be placed in properly equipped lairs and 
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kept at the Local Authority’s expense until a complete 
examination is made. I also hold that it is desirable to 
have separate markets for fat and store cattle in the 
interests of all concerned. 

The Vagaries of Lightning Stroke. Symptoms :—If 
not killed instantaneously, animal appears dazed, unable 
to lift its head off the — eyes are bloodshot and 
prominent, head is swollen ; monoplegia, paraplegia or 
total paralysis resent. Sometimes permanent blind- 
ness results. Often there are no external marks present, 
and we may have to rely on the history of the case—a 
vivid storm known to have taken place in the vicinity. 
There may be an odour of singeging, noticeable on ap- 
proaching the animal, which is generally found in a 
pecnliar posture; sheep kneeling on one leg as if 
grazing, or on their backs. Rigor mortis vagaries are 
possibly explained by the supposition that the body is 
charged with “negative” electricity at one time and 
nositive” at another. 

Postmortem Lesions.—Lesions vary according to the 
intensity and direction of the current that strikes the 
animal. The changes in cadaver are engorgement of 
venous — with dark fluid blood, non-coagulation, 
except blood clots present in heart at times, incomplete 
Rigor mortis, rapid decomposition of carcase, Ecchy- 
mosis present in the internal organs. Microscopical 
examination of blood shows the red corpusles with 
crenated edges, while the colouring matter (hemoglobin) 
is dissolved, giving the cell a very pale aspect. There 
is a visible dearth of white cells. Microscopical exam- 
ination of nerve tissue may show hemorrages destruction 
or degeneration. Regurgitation of food is present, as 
witnesed by the nasal discharge of ingesta, and occasion- 
ally rectal hemorrhage is noticeable. 

oping in Race-Horses.—The chief feature is variation 
in the usual health of horse, and the symptoms vary 
according to the dope used and Veterinarian’s know- 
ledge of the actions of the drug used—e.g., Morphia, 
Heroin, Choral, Cocaine, Strychnine, Aconite, Arsenic, 
Gelsanium. The V.S. must rely to a great extent on 
his power of observation, and be as alert as he can in 
detecting the true cause.» The practitioner should never 
be rash in giving an opinion that the patient has been 
doped or poisoned. A sterilized swab may be taken of 
pad saliva as an aid to diagnosis, and await results of 
analysis. 

“Doping” and the Researches of Messrs. Bru AND 
Roperts and Dr. Luict ORLANDO, (French V.S., and 
Italian V.S.). 

Drugs used.—Heroin, Morphia, Cocaine. 

Methods of Administration.—Hypodermic, oral, and 
rectal ; the former is usually the method employed, as 
it is more easily done, and acts more rapidly. 

Effects. These drugs, which affect the nervous system, 
all work much in the same way. They,begin by increas- 
ing, and end be porelyaing the activity of particular 
nerve centres. h of these ray is long or short, 
according to the dose given, and the kind of animal un- 
der treatment. The first effect is stimulation, then de- 
pression. Hyp. injections can only be depended on to 
work for a specified time. If the dose is too strong, 
marked depression and adynamia sooner or later ensue. 
Oral and rectal absorption is slower, and more variable, 
being dependent on the emptiness of the “ intestines ” at 
the time. 

Heroinand Morphia. Through repeated experiments 
an expert doper knows the exact dose which the horse 
- can profitably carry. This varies greatly with individual 
animals. The administration can be timed to a nicety 
for the duration of the race, and to last out the public 
appearance of the horse. Afterwards when the reaction 
sets in, the privacy of the stable sees the poor animal’s 
collapse. He refuses all food, drinks only water, heart 
beats only feebly, and pulse is imperceptible. The ap- 


petite remains capricious, often for four days, after the 
symptoms abate. 

Symptoms ( Over-dose). The action is automatic, the 
gaze is fixed, tail raised, muscles are contracted, hyper- 
aesthesia is very evident ; the ordinary sounds of the 
stable are sufficient to awaken uncontrollable reflex mani- 
festations, salivary secretion is diminished, mouth is dy 
although drink is refused. At the point of injection 
“local sweating” is noticed which “ persists.” This be- 
trays the fact of doping having been practised. The 
horse’s automatic, violent, blind gallop tells its own tale 
and aids diagnosis. 

Antidote. Purgative and sedative, pilocarpine (hyp. 
inj.). Pilocarpine is also an effective antidote for rabid 
saliva, as proved by experiment of Remlinger. 

Cocaine. This drug is much used ; its effects are 
more transient, and its administration therefore demands 
even more exactitude than heroin or morphia, as the in- 
jection can only be depended on to work for a specified 
time. 

Symptoms. Great flow of saliva, sweating, first local- 
ised at the point of injection, dilated pupils, hyper-exci- 
tability noticeable even at a distance when approaching 
the animal. 

(Overdose.) Ears pricked, licking of the lips, mouth. 
filled with frothy fluid ; voluntary muscles become vio- 
lently convulsed in fits, and animal falls down. The 
limbs and jaws are most affected. Horse sometimes 
stamps so violently as to fracture the phalanges when 
there is ostitis present. 

Saliva testing. Frode’s testing preparation reveals 
heroin and morphia, whereas Fereira-da-Silva’s re-agent 
detects cocaine. The saliva testsemployed by Kaufman 
an Austrian, are kept secret, lest they should be counter- 
acted, and have been adopted in France and Italy. 

Cocaine Antidote. Pot. bromide ; morphia (byp. inj.) 

Acting as hon. V.S. at Horse Shows. My own view 
is that a V.S. acting in an official capacity at a local 
show is more likely to derive harm than not. I contend 
that all veterinary inspectors, should be well paid men, 
not in private practice in the neighbourhood of the show 
at any rate ; then if they reject an animal competing for 
the Shire Horse Society, Hunter or Hackney medal, the 
vet’s. unfavourable decision is quite immaterial ; he can 
put up with the owner’s wrath, and need not fear the 
consequences. 

Dog Shows. Certificates on “ Trimmed dogs” asked 
for. A V.S. should decline to decline to give one as it 
is not a vet. surgeon’s point at all, but one for the judge 
to decide, in my opinion. Disease only concerns us, not 
faking in any manner by an exhibitor. 

Gentlemen, I will now leave the matter with you. I 
trust that we shall have a good discussion. I am quite 
aware of the weakness of my remarks, and I thank you 
for the kind way in which t °y have been received. If 
they lead to a good debate [ shall be delighted, and 
whatever faults of omission I may have made, T now 
leave for some of you to fill in. 


DIscussIon, 


The CHAIRMAN remarked that large numbers of 
veterinary surgeons who had been in practice many 
years had not been exposed to any wonlile by litigious 
clients. They were all liable to make mistakes, but as 
a rule a practitioner, for his own reputation’s sake, was 
careful to a a. ‘If any member of their Association 
was threatened with an action for any unfortunate 
mistake he might have made, he thought they ought to 
a him in every way they could, and prevent injury 
to his professional reputation which would necessarily 
follow if he were brought into a Court of Law. The 
Chairman went on to say that only one action had been 
— against himself during his professional career, 
and that this was not due to his own negligence. Ona 
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Saturday a dog—a bitch in heat—was brought to his 
place, and as it was not properly secured by his man, it 
escaped, and some time afterwards it had puppies. He 
had a sclicinor’s letter asking for £20 as compensation 
for th2 owner, but he took no notice of it. The sum of 
£10 was then demanded, and then it went down to £5. 
He was still obdurate, and was eventually served with a 
summons to attend the Court. He fought the case, and 
there were solicitors, barristers and witnesses on ‘bot 
sides. He lost his case, the judge holding that the dog 
was sent to him with a specific purpose—to take care of 
—and that extra care should have beeen taken to see that 
it did not escape from his premises. Judgement for 
£10 was given against him, and with the costs he had 
to pay a total sum of £72 odd. That was a rather 
expensive mishap. He thanked Mr. Eve for his ver 
interesting paper, and hoped that it would elicit the full 
discussion it deserved. 

The Secretary stated that his experience of the 
liabilities of veterinary pete had been in respect of 
his inspection work. In his first case, enclosed with 
some account forms, for which he had applied was a 
notice to attend asale of swine at a farm in the district. 
Not requiring the forms for immediate use, the package 
was puton one side. A few days later, waiting a certain 
time, the auctioneer motored down for him, and the 
swine were inspected with not very much delay. How- 
ever the owner, dissatisfied with the price his pigs 
realised, atrributed a considerable loss to the delay in 
the arrival of the Inspector. He took the matter into 
court but those present stated they were quite satisfied 
the owner had obtained full value for his swine, and 
being unable to prove any loss he had to pay the cost of 
the 

The second case, which did not enventuate to law, 
occured in connection with war work, whilst acting for 
other veterinary surgeons. Several days after a market 
inspection, the Medical Officer of Health seized the 
carcase of a pig which he stated was affected with 
jaundice and had been so affected at the time it was 
exposed at market. He was reported to the County 
Authorities as negligent, in very uncomplimentary 
terms. His reply was that so far as he was aware no 
such pig as described uy the Medical Officer had passed 
the market. Afterward, on reflection, he pictured an 
imaginary case, a black Kent pig, lop-eared and with 
customary pigmented sclerotics, and he would be glad 
to be informed of an infallible method of diagnosing 
jaundice in such an animal by ordinary market inspection. 

Mr. Burton: Had you jaundice, what 
power had you, as inspector, to keep the animal out of 
the market 

_The Szcretary: None whatever, provided that I 
did not suspect it of swine fever, and that was the 
other part of my defence to the Authorities. He con- 
sidered it was a gross act of discourtesy on the part of 
the Medical Officer, who saw the Market Manager and 
Auctioneer, but could not call on the Veterinary 
Inspector who was regularly attending the market, to 
obtain his opinion. Subsequently he was ap roached 
in the mprket by the Sanitary [nspector, but he feared 
he got no further information from him other than that 
he was unable to hold a favourable opinion of the 
Medical officer. 

Mr. Burton said it showed the necessity for the 
inspection of meat by qualified veterinary surgeons. 
He strongly advocated a National system of meat in- 
spection by qualified veterinary surgeons. In his own 
district there was no meat inspection at the present 
time. 

Mr. WILSON in personally thanking Mr. Eve for his 
excellent paper, remarked, amid laughter, that his friend 
knew a great deal more than he did thirty years ago, 
when they first met. 


h | his client what he did with this dan 


Mr. Crownurst stated that some time ago a client of 
his had a serious outbreak of anthrax among his animals, 
and it continued for some time. He at last advised his 
client not to pay any rent for the field in which the ani- 
mals were, as he had lost several.colts and bullocks. The 
owner threatened to bring an action against him for loss 
of this rent, but he ultimately dro + it, as the loss had 
been so serious to the farmer. He (Mr. Crowhurst) asked 
rous field. He re- 

lied “ haysd it.” He next asked what he did with the 
ay, and he answered “I sold it.” 

On another occasion Mr. Crowhurst said he was in- 
specting in a market for foot-and-mouth disease, and he 
ordered one of the animals out of the market. He was 
threatened with an action, and they got Prof. Pritchard 
and other veterinary surgeons down the same night. 
They, however, would not give an opinion until the fol- 
lowing morning, when they gave iteas their opinion that 
it was actually a case of foot-and-mouth disease. The 
owner threatened to ruin him a Crowhurst) but he 
did’nt manage it, and was now dead. (Laughter). These 
cases, at the time, were not pleasant, especially where, 
as in the last case, he had five veterinar ——— against 
him. If a veterinary surgeon did his duty he must not 
wait for actual proof of foot-and-mouth disease. He 
must run a certain amount of risk, but if he used all 
reasonable care it followed as a matter of course that he 
would be exonerated. He had never had a summons 
brought against him ; he had had several threats like 
those he had mentioned. He should not hesitate to ac- 
a the responsibility for the refusal to pass an animal 
if he thought it was suffering from disease, because it 
was better to exclude av animal from a market in a mis- 
take than run the risk af admitting one which might 
cause widespread disease. 

Mr. Morris said that if a veterinary inspector wrote 
a certificate to the effect that, in his opinion, an animal 
was suffering from a disease under the Contagious Dis- 
eases (Animals) Act of 1894, (which governed all the Acts 
and Orders of the’ Board of Agriculture) this must be 
taken as conclusive evidence in a Court of Law. Some 
time ago, two vetprinary surgeons were going to give 
evidence against him and say that a horse had not got 
mange. They obtained a smart lawyer and told him 
— speaker) they were going to “ play hell with him.” 

ut he was not required to give evidence at all at the 
Court. The Chairman of the magistrates had got a copy 


of the Act, and after reading the paragraph — to 
the certificate, he said : “ It is no good your coming, here 
to say that the horse has not got the mange.” This cer- 


tificate was, therefore, a protection. 

A Memser : Does the certificate also protect the prac- 
titioner in regard to a case of anthrax ? 

Mr. Morris : If you say that, in your opinion, anthrax 
existed and it was afterwards found it did not exist, no 
one can sue you. That certificate clears you. An in- 
spector under the Diseases of Animals Acts is absolutely 
infallible. 4 

Mr. Drer narrated his experience in regard to a sup- 
— case of rabies, the supposed victim being a cat! 

n making enquiries he found that the cat had been in 
the place some years and had never been in the habit of 
roaming away. The owner said it went for him and he 
(Mr. Dier) asked whether he had been bitten. He re- 

lied that he had, and showed two little scratches on his — 

and. He came to the conclusion that it was not a case 
of rabies, and told the owner he should not report it. 
The owner said his medical officer insisted on its bein 
reported, otherwise he would write to the Board himself. 
He (Mr. Dier) said to the owner “If you are so nervous, 
I will send the head of the cat to the Board and say it 
was the owner’s wish I shoulddoso.” It was according- 
ly sent, and he (Mr. Dier) made a post-mortem and found 
in the cat’s stomach two freshly-killed mice. Undoubt- 
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edly it had had these hidden in its basket and this ac- 
counted for its behaviour when approached. He waited 
seven days and got a reply from the Board to say that 
rabies did not exist in the cat. A week later the Board 
wrote to the County Council stating that they were satis- 
fied that rabies did not exist, an aoking them not to 
send any similar portions up to them in future as it put 
them to unnecessary trouble. 

Mr. EvE suggested, in view of a case which recently 
came under his notice, that it would be interesting to 
get the opinion of the members peas, as to how early 
wind-sucking among horses might develop. 

A Memser : A horse might be a wind-sucker to-mor- 
row and yet sound to-day. 

Mr. Ever: That is what I contend. 

Other members concurred in this. 

Mr. DuNKIN referring to ‘‘roarers” gave some inter- 
ome facts with reBard to a number of army horses 
which were found to have developed this malady. After 
a thorough investigation the veterinary surgeons he said 
came to the conclusion that this complaint was cau 
by something in the food, which contained some toxin. 
Before this fact was discovered unfortunately a number 
of these roarers had been destroyed. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the Association should come 
to some definite understanding as to whether they should 
assist a member who, however careful he might be, 
might be subjected to annoyance by a threatened prose- 
cution. In such a case as that he, personally, would like 
to see the matter referred to a sub-Committee of the 
Association, consisting of three or four members, who 
could, if necessary, call a meeting of the Association to 
decide whether they should take the matter up on behalf 
of the threatened member He, of course, would not 
suggest that the Association should back up a member 
if they found he was absolutely in the wrong. 

Mr. EvE proposed a resolution in accordance with the 
Chairman’s suggestion, inting out that the Associa- 
tion’s help would be invaluable to a member—especially 
a nervous member—if he had to go before a Court of 


Mr, Bru seconded, and the resolution was carried. 
It was decided that the Annual Meeting be held at 
Tunbridge Wells in January, due notices of which will 


be given to the members. 
P. Hocpen, Hon. Sec. 


— 


YORKSHIRE AND NortH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


ss joint meeting was held at Sheffield on Friday, July 
25th. 
Most of the day was taken up by a series of operations, 
which by the kindness of Major Joseph Abson, D.S.O., 
were conducted at his Veterinary Establishment, 53, 
Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 

In addition to Major Abson, the following Members 
of the Profession were present :— 

Messrs. Abson, Doncaster ; Ackroyd, Halifax ; Arm- 
field, Sheffield ; Barber, Bowes, Bowman, Leeds ; Bibby, 
Winsford ; Bowett, dawn & J. H. Carter, Burnley ; 
Carter, ae Campbell, Boroughbridge ; Clark- 
. son, Garforth ; Kin ark, Chesterfield ; Collinson, 
South Anston ; Crawford, Leeds ; Davidson, Wetherby ; 
Dawes, Junr., West Bromwich ; Deighton, re d- 
mondson, Harrogate; Fletcher, Sheffield ; rness, 
pitreren ; Giblin, Rochdale ; Green, Nottingham ; Hal- 

ilay, Dewsbury ; Hobday, London : Hodgman, Barns- 
ley ; Hudson, Retford ; Johnson, Beighton ; Jones, 
Towyn ; Jones, Doncaster ; Laycock, Sheffield ; Lazin- 
by, Tadcaster ; Lindsay Dumfries ; Wynn Lloyd, Car- 
narvon ; Llo d, Sheffield ; Locke, Manc ester ; Ludlow, 
Mansfield ; Marrison, Bakewell; Mason. McCarmick, 


Leeds ; McKinna, Huddersfield ; McLaren, Beverley ; 
Dr. Me. I. McCal , London; Messrs. Murgatroyd, 
Nixon, Sheffield ; Pearson, Chesterfield ; Pitts, Brad- 
ford; Pollard, Wakefield; Pollock, York; Powley, 
Sutton Coldfield ; Pratt, Northallerton ; Roberts, Pwll- 
heli ; Robinson, Barnsley ; Sampson, Sheffield ; Smith, 
iverpool ; ompson, Torrance, effield; Vin 

Settle ; Weighton, Hull; Weston, York ; Wrenn 
Leeds ; Wheatcroft, Wentworth ; Whitehead, Batley ; 
and Woodrow, Goole. 

_ Apologies for absence were received from the follow- 


ing :— 

Dita Drabble, Bradford ; Ellison, Hamilton, Harro- 

te ; Hayes, Sherburn-in-Elmet ; H. Nixon, Sheffield ; 

impson, Ripon ; Southall, Driffield; J, W. Tainsh, 
Grimsby ; and H. Walpole York. 

The first operation inless castration standin , Was 
performed by Mr. R. Hudson, F.R.C.V.S., Retford. 

A two-year-old colt had been selected, and he was 
placed in the usual standing operation position by the 
side of a wall and ensuring a good light. A twitch 
having been applied, the scrotum was examined and 
found normal. It was then wiped with the end ofa 
towel wrung out in a solution of Izal. Using a 10 c.c. 
hypodermic syringe with an ordinary needle, 6 c.c. of 
the anzsthetic were taken up. Halved by the rod on 
the piston rod, 3 c.c. were injected into each testicle. 
The needle, steadied by the point of the finger, pene- 
trated the testicle at the side and about halfway up, so 
that the point reached the centre of the epididymis, and 
part of the injection was given. The needle was then 
withdrawn about an inch, pressed in a forward direction, 
again withdrawn and pressed into the rear of the 
testicle, an injection of the solution taking place 
at each point. The needle was again withdrawn and 
the same procedure carried out on the other testicle, 
both injected areas being gently massaged between the 
thumb and fingers for about a minute. Three or four 
minutes were then allowed to elapse, the time being 
taken up preparing the instruments and washing the 
operators hands. Having placed clams, scissors and 
knife ready in the pail of antiseptic solution, the knife 
was taken in the right hand, and the off-side testicle 
gripped firmly with the left hand, an incision then made 
in the scrotum about the length of the testicle, and the 
latter exposed. The near-side testicle followed in the 
same manner. Steel clams of a special pattern were 
next applied to the near-side testicle well up on the 
cord, and the testicle removed with a pair of scissors 
about three-quarters to one inch from the clam blade, 
care being taken not to stretch the cord too much or 
the poe left may be too short to obtain a good sear. 
With the actual cautery a point below red heat, the end 
of the cord was seared slightly on the vascular and non- 
vascular parts, the latter not being neglected because 
any oozing of the blood into the scrotum is against 
good results. The end of the spermatic artery was 
plainly visible and was watched to see that it became 
occluded, and when thought safe the clam was gently 
opened and closed three times as a test of safety ; no 
escape of blood then + agit. the clam was removed 
and placed upon the other cord. Having removed both 
testicles, the wounds were washed out with the Izal 
solution and examined to see that they were of good 
size for drainage, and enlarged when necessary. A little 
antiseptic ointment was inserted well up to the ends of 
the cord and worked about the inside of the scrotum 
with the fingers. The animal stood perfectly still during 
the whole time of the operation, and appeared to be 
quite unaware that the operation was taking place. 

The next operation was the castration of a bull and a 
ram by the Italian method, the first named by Mr, W. 
A. Campbell, M.R.¢.v.s., Boroughbridge ; the second 
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by other Veterinary Surgeons under Mr. Campbell’s 
supervision. 

he Italian method of castration is performed with 
the Burdizzo castrator. Its great recommendation is its 
safety and simplicity. As no wound is made, weather 
conditions and dirty surroundings may be disregarded. 
Owing to the position and shape of the testicles, it can 
only be used in cattle and sheep, although Mr. Campbell 
stated that he had also used it with satisfactory results 
on goats. It works on the principle that the spermatic 
cord is easier crushed than the outer skin. The result 
of crushing the cord is to cut off the blood supply to the 
testicle, causing the latter in a few weeks time to com- 

pletely atrophy. 

- The third operation was the administration of chloro- 
form to a horse in the standing position by Mr. William 
Collinson, M.R.C.V.s. 

An old van horse was the subject. He took about 
four ounces of chloroform and went down in about 
twelve minutes without struggling. Asa result of using 
the Carlisle muzzle, a certain amount of chloroform was 
lost and this accounts for the quantity used. It was 
also impossible to exclude the air sufficiently. To carry 
out the operation it is really necessary to have a special 
muzzle made for the purpose and its use would be more 
efficient and economical. 

Fourth operation. Mr. Collinson injected several 
bursal enlargements. He mentioned that he had been 
ver samme in the treatment of enlarged stifles and 
hocks by this method. He injects a quantity varying 
from 5 c.c. to 50 c.c. according to the size of the bursz, a 
larger amount being used for a cow having a greatly en- 
larged knee. After injection it is necessary to have the 
animal exercised about half an hour, the distended joint 
being well hand-rubbed to distribute the injection. The 
cure usually takes place in from three to four months 
after the injection, the animal being put to light work 
as soon as the lameness subsides. The operation is not 
without some drawbacks, as in young animals in poor 
condition excessive lameness may supervene and neces- 
sitate the animal being assisted to rise, and this is es- 
pecially the case if both hocks or stifles are injected at 
the same time. He has also found the injection useful 
in “ open joint,” the injection being well introduced into 
the joint. At least one of his neighbouring colleagues 
has also been successful with this treatment. 

Two operations were performed by Prof. Hobday— 
ovariotomy upon a vicious mare and a female cat. Each 
operation was performed under chloroform and the de- 
tails were described or illustrated as each stage was 
reached. 

The ovaries of the mare were removed per vaginam 
and those of the cat by the flank method. The mare 
was cast and Hobday’s muzzle fixed, the animal’s tongue 
being tied to the halter with a piece of broad tape, this 
precaution to prevent the tongue falling back into 
the glottis, also to obviate the necessity of a man holding 


the tape and so tearing the frenum when the animal | 


struggled. Two ounces of chloroform were used on cot- 
ton wool, the animal’s head afterwards being enveloped 
in a rug. The mare went under in 7} minutes, when the 
end of the rug was opened to allow a little more air. 
The vulva, os, etc., were well washed out with antiseptic 
solutton. The Professor then introduced his right hand 
with a concealed histoury, and as previously mentioned 
was telling the company present exactly what he was 
doing. He first nicked the wall of the vagina just above 
the os, large enough to allow one finger. He enlarges 
this opening by inserting a second finger and so on until 
the whole hand is inserted. He then follows up the 
body of the uterus and the horn to theovary. The Pro- 
fessor stated that he always removes the lowest ovary 
first, namely the right, the animal being on its right side. 
When he has found the ovary he introduces his ecraseur 


up his arm and slips the chain over the ovary. An as- 
sistant tightens up the chain by pulling out the ratchet 
part, and at this point it is necessary to see that there is 
not a link of intestine contained with the ovary in the 


chain. [f all is clear, the assistant turns on the ratchet 
slowly whilst the operator holds the ovary and brings 
the same out when removed. The second ovary is re- 


moved in a similar manner. Both ovaries in the mare 
selected were diseased (fibroma). If the ovaries are 
cystic and too large to bring through the operation 
wound, the ore can be punctured with the finger nail 
the contents being allowed to escape into the abdomin 
cavity. Prof. Ho ay stated that he had never known 
peritonitis to follow fluid going into the abdomen in this 
manner. The operation appeared to be performed in a 
very smart manner, and the animal soon came out of 
chloroform and was put into a box. About an hour 
afterwards she was noticed to have slight colicky palns 
but these soon passed off. 

The Professor afterwards proceeded with his operation 
on the cat which was performed in a very satisfactory 
manner. 

(Before leaving the operations it may interest many of 
so members who were present to know the results fol- 
owing. 
the of the the strike 

to pay the penalty to supply an adequate supply 
of mutton for the City. The testycles at that time had 
visibly begun to atropy. 

The bull, after going on well for about two months, 
became badly attacked by indigestion owing to impac- 
tion with clover, and died rarher suddenly. The post- 
mortem examination showed that the cause of death had 
nothing to do with the operation, and that in this case 
also the testicles had become to some extent smaller, 
while the structure had become of a distinctly yellow 
homogeneous nature. 

The cat did well, but in the case of the mare, the 
owner states that he saw no alteration in her kicking 
ae pppemes and consequeatly had to dispose of her as 

ing unworkable). 

At 1.30 o’clock the operations were suspended and the 
company adjourned to the Grand Hotel, Sheffield, 
where luncheon was provided by the respective Presi- 
dents of the Associations, namely Mr. 8S. E. Sampson, 
President of the Yorkshire Association, and Mr.W. Col- 
linson, President of the North Midland Association, 
most of the gentlemen attending the operations being 
also present at the luncheon. 

After the luncheon a short toast list was gone through, 
the President of the Yorkshire Association, Mr. Samp- 
son, giving that of the King, which was received in the 


usual loyal manner. 
Mr. SoMERsET proposed the ee College of Veteri- 
eulogised the work of the 


nary Surgeons. Mr. Somer 

veterinary surgeon both in war and peace. The com- 
pany were fortunate in having present the President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to reply. 

Mr. McKinwa stated that it gave him the greatest 
pleasure to be present, especially seeing that Sheffield 
was the first place he appeared as a veterinary surgeon 
in ps and it was the first place in which he ap- 
peared in an official manner since being appointed Presi- 
dent of the Royal College. He thanked the proposer of 
the toast for the manner in which it had been proposed, 
and stated that he had already been President of both 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire Veterinary Societies. 
Turning to the work of the Council, he considered that 
the last vote had confirmed the Council’s policy. He 
was pleased that the attention of the profession had been 
aroused, bot ore the election and at this meeting. 

sed, both bef: he electi d hi i 
On the subject of finance, he stated that money must be 
found by subscription until the Bill became an Act, 
when the money provided by the Bill would be of con- 


| 
| 


276 


THE VETERINARY RECORD December 13, 1919 


siderable assistance. He noticed that the number who 

voted at the election and the number who voluntarily 

—- to the funds of the College were almost iden- 
cal. 

‘He would like to say a word about the Anaesthetics 
Bill—to explain that the Bill did not belong to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, but that it was 
supported by them because anything to lessen pain de- 
mands veterinary sympathy. It was only the present 
week that the profession was asked to give evidence in 
support of the Bill. He stated that the opposition in 
Parliament was strong and was lar, ely fostered by un- 
qualified men who lately had formed themselves into an 
association through fear that their living would be lost. 
He wished to state as|strongly as possible that veterinary 
surgeons must not keep unqualified assistants. 

In connection with the Ministry of Health, the Royal 
College had not been consulted. The Ministry however, 
had been challenged by the Royal College to push the 
matter forward and this could best be done by members 
of the veterinary profession bringing the matter to the 
notice of the Members of Parliament throughout Great 
Britain. To give one instance where he thought veteri- 
nary advice would be of assistance was in connection 
with the grading of milk. The qualities A and B had 
been decided upon, but the veterinary profession had not 
been consulted. He hoped that our views would be 
heard in both consultative and professional capacities. 

On behalf of himself and his colleagues on the Coun- 
cil he thanked them for the reception given to the toast 
and he personally thanked them for their good wishes 
for his prosperity and honour. 

Prof, Hosray proposed the success of the Yorkshire 
and North Midland Associations 
with the toast the names of the respective Presidents 
of whom the members present were indebted for the in- 
vitation to luncheon. He drew attention to the fact 
that they had evidently found out the secret to obtain a 
large attendance, and congratulated them on the selec- 
tion of operators whose skill they had witnessed prior 
to the luncheon, and also on the way gag ey ae 
ted with the patients had passed off, as the Germans 
would say, “according to plan.” He called upon the 
company to drink the health of Mr. Sampson and Mr. 
Collinson, and this was done heartily and with musical 
honours. 

Mr. Sampson thanked the professor for the kind 
manner in which he had proposed the toast, and the 
company for the hearty manner in which it had been 
received. In expressing his thanks he desired to say 
that in order to save time he was replying on behalf of 
Mr. Collinson, his brother-president. He stated that 
the reason they were having a joint meeting of the two 
Societies was that he, at least, had not been satisfied 
with the attendance of members at meetings generally. 
Whether it was apathy, being tired of hearing papers, 
he could not say ; but whether it was the programme 
which had been drawn up for their consideration, and 
he hoped education, or the magnetic influence of the 
steel for which Sheflield, the greatest arsenal in the 
world, is justly noted, which had drawn such a record 
number of members of the profession together, with 
perhaps a moot point. However, he and his colleague 
were exceedingly glad to see all present at this our 
Peace meeting, and it was to be hoped that other 

ually enjoyable meetings of a similar character would 


follow. 

Mr. Luoyp proposed and Mr. Clarkson seconded a 
of thanks to Major Abson for the use of his yard and 
premises. This was carried with acclamation, Major 
Abson suitably replying. 

The company then returned to Major Abson’s yard 
where the remainder of the operations were p 
with. Afterwards a short meeting was held, and the 


members were asked to the resolution relating to 
to the appointment of a Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons on the Consultative Council to 
be set up under Clause 4 of the Ministry of Health Act, 
and it was heartily aazeed to. The resolution has al- 
wens appeared in the Veterinary Press. 

r. T. C. FLETCHER propeses and Mr. Sampson 
seconded the nomination of Mr. King Clark of Chester- 
field and Mr. Torrance of Sheffield hep membership of 
the North Midland Veterinary Association :-Thus 
ended a very successful meeting. 


J.S. Lioyp, Hon, See. 


ABOUT WHOLE-TIME INSPECTORS. 
To the Editor, The Veterinary Record. 


Dear Mr. Editor—I should like to draw the attention 
of all “ part-time” veterinary inspectors to the paper of 
Mr. Hugh Begg, F.R.¢.v.8., in your issue of The Record 
dated 1st November, and ask them if they realise what 
it would mean for them if the suggestions contained in 
that paper were put in action. 

I myself have been a part-time inspector for the past 
ten years, a purchased the practice with the ap- 
pointments attached to it, and have spent a considerable 
sum of money on microscope, centrifugal machine, and 
the latest works on meat inspection and bacteriology, to 
keep myself abreast of the times ; and, so far as I am 
aware, have ae the duties to the entire satisfac- 
tion of all concerned. To me, therefore, the loss of the 
County work would be serious indeed, and I have no 
doubt there are many others in the same position. 

I do not at present desire to enter into the details of 
the paper, as lam making it the subject of a Presiden- 
ata far One would like 
to know what qualifications Mr. Begg sses to speak 
on the subject. On looking up an old Register, T find 
Mr. Begg qualified at the Glasgow Veterinary College in 
1887—-32 years ago—at a time when, I presume, there 
was little meat inspection and less bacteriology taught. 

Farther, is it not the case that during the war, when 
the Tuberculosis Order was in suspension, Mr. Begg 
inoculated the cows in Lanarkshire against contagious 
abortion free of cost to the farmers? The ordinar 
practitioners were seemingly incapable of doing this 
work and tabulating the results for their clients and the 
Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Begg in his paper speaks of “ the greatest good of 
the greatest number.” To my way of thinking, so far 
as the veterinary profession is concerned, this would be 
obtained by giving each man a small slice instead of 
giving the whole thing to one man and an assistant. 
On the economic aspect [ am unable to speak, as I have 
not the necessary particulars as to salary and expenses. 

I trust other “ part-time” inspectors will favour us 
with their views on the subject. If the present Diploma 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons only quali- 
fies a man to remove stinking placentas, foal mares, and 
do what one —_ call, the more manual and brow- 
sweating cases, then the sooner that body alters its ‘cur- 
riculum the better, to bring it up to present day require- 
ments. 

Should this scheme of Mr. Begg’s ever be adopted, the 
County practitioner would be deprived of some of his 
most interesting work, and I am certain the farming 
community would be the losers in the long run, for no 
man with any education and self respect would remain 
to do only the dirty work. 


“A Part-TIME VETERINARY INSPECTOR.” 
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Sir,—With reference to editorial note in last week’s 
issue of 7'he Veterinary Record, the changes which have 
taken place or are about to take place are, more marked 
in some districts than in others. It is not necessary for 
one to be able to go back fifty oped during the last 
ten near the improvement in the average practitioner 
has been all that could be desired by the most ardent 
reformers. 

Thanks to the excellent example set by the various 
principals and professors at the teaching schools, a better 
class graduate has been produced, and when the time 
arrives for the final solution of the problems of recon- 
struction, I have no doubt that the difficulties will not 
insurmountable. 

“A consideration of our past history will be found 
not without help to us. 

In the first place, is our past history mely a sum- 
marised account of the work of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons or is it focussed in the 
annual Reports of the proceedings of the National 
a Medical Association of (Qt. Britain and 

reland. 

We have been told that the functions of the Council 
are ey Sameer. therefore with the exception of 
our forbear in veterinary science and their business 
acumen in procuring the various Charters of the Act of 
1881, the Council has not assisted the profession to a 
great extent during the latter half of the last 50 years. 

Most of the progress has been through the indefatig- 
able exertions of a few enthusiasts ina particular branc 
of the work which they undertook, some in bacteriolo, 
some in milk, some in meat inspection, others as satel- 
lites revolving around the bureaucratic orb. 

Until recently the National V.M.A. has existed for 
the annual meeting of its members for the discussion of 
scientific subjects and for social entertainment. Has 
the National assisted to any marked degree in the 
making of the past history of the profession? I am in- 
clined to answer this question in the negative : because 
so few graduates are members of the National, the 
deliberations and the expressed opinions of the members 
and their convivial guests do not represent a fourth of 
the number of general practitioners on the Register. 
Therefore it is absolutely u/tra vires to introduce drastic 
schemes for the organisation of veterinary public health 
on continental lines until the rank and file of the pro- 
fession have been consulted. Until recently the majority 
was usually consulted, but it appears fashionable for a 
noisy minority, both in and out of the House of Commons, 
to be able to be considered. 

Under the new proposals it is suggested to dispense 
with a great number of the majority to replace some of 
them by a few of the minority, “ Whence comest thou 
and whither thou.” 

What do the great number of part-time veterinar 
inspectors think of it? What do the County Councils 
Association and the Farmers Union think of it? It 
will take, as you say, a little pondering.— Yours. ete. 


Pessimist, 


TUBERCULOSIS v RATS. 


I was called to examine the carcase of a cow the other 
day at a slaughter-house, which is situated in the centre 
of what is described as a “a nice little seaside pleasure 
and health resort.” The carcase of beef I found was 

tially affected with tuberculosis and I had half of it 
Scotreped. During the time I was there I remarked to 
the man in charge that the place was far from satisfac- 
tory as a slaughter-house. He replied that he was quite 
aware of this, and added that it was also alive with rats ; 
and to prove this he took down a leg of mutton that was 
hanging along with other five and showed me what the 
rats done. Believe me, I got a shock when I saw 


that half of the leg had been eaten away by rats. What 
about the other legs that they had been messing over ¢ 
And what about the people that bought this meat? 
And what about the authorities that allow such a state 
of affairs to exist And what about me! Don’t you 
think I ought to have condemned the whole show—lock 
stock and barrel ? and so have done a public service, etc., 
and received the public’s gratitude. 

This is one case ; one wonders with a shudder if this is 
the only one in the country, but it makes one think that 
there is work for veterinary surgeons to do, and that 
the time is ripe for it to be done, 


PRACTITIONERS IN DEVASTATED AREAS. 


Dear Sir,—The following note, from La Semaine V¢- 
térinaire of December 4th may interest our profession. 


“TInformat-on for veterinary surgeons who in 1914 
practised in the devastated area :—Veterinary surgeons 
who return to their previous residences, or to the vicini- 
ty of the same, may obtain, either in money or its equiv- 
alent, an advance of 10000 francs on the war indemnity 
due to them. In addition they will receive a monthly 
pageant of 500 francs. As their income increases this 
ast payment will be progressively reduced. 

Claims to be add to the Minister of Agriculture. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. F. Wippen, Capt. 

{It must be remembered that the words “or to the 
vicinity of the same ” bear in this case a sinister signifi- 
cance. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 

The Secre of the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons acknowledge the receipt of the 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Littler, Oakham, Rutland £1 1 


Brown, D., Kilwinning, Ayrshire 
Previously acknowledged £1025 18 10 


Dec. 9, 1919, 


WAR HONOURS. 
Buckingham Palace, Dec, 4. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. -* 

The following were into the pre- 
sence of the King, when His Majesty conferred decora- 
tions as follows :— 

Tue Minirary Cross. 
* * 


* 
Capt. Frederick Gillard, 


£1028 0 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gasette 
Reoutar Forors. Army Veterinary Corps 
War Orrion, Dee. 3. 
Capt. E. Sewell, m.c., Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
po of Maj. on males to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(March 6). 


t. H. G. Tabuteau-Herrick, m.c., Spec. Res. relin- 
eA the pote. rank of Maj. on conalng to hold the 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Sept. 24). 
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Maj. H. C. Welch retires on ret. pay (Dec. * 

Capt. T. Lishman to be actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the 
appt. of A.D.V.S., from Feb, 22 to April 30. 

Vet. Capt. G. B. C. Reea-Mogg, 1st L. Gda., relinquishes 
the come. rank of Maj. (April 19) (substituted for noti- 
fication in Gazette Nov. 1). 


Dec. 6. 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) W. H. Walker, 0.5.0, relinquishes 
e actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Sept. 2} 


Dec. 8. 
The Sg, Male. relinquish the acta. rank of Lt.-Col. :— 
E. C. Webb, 0.8.£., F.n 6.v.8. (Feb. 23); R H. Holmes 
M.G., F.R.C.V.8., On ceasing to hold the appt. of 
(Nov. 18). 


0. 
A. 

Ones. A. Hodgins, p.s.0., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
1) 


aj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of DADS. (Sept. 


The follg. relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service :—Temp. Maj. J. Brittlebank, o.M.G. 
ve. 12), and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. Temp. 

pts.—and retain the rank of Capt. :—E. Middleton 
26); W. A. Shearer, L. J. Kelly, v.r.c.v.s., W. 
. ©. Kenney (Nov. 3). 


TERRITORIAL Force. Dee, 5. 
Capt. (Bt. Maj.) (temp. Maj.) J. T relinquishes the 
rank i tobe empld. (Nov. 4). 
os G. McIntyre to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 
.D.V.8. (Dec. 11, 1916) (substituted for that which 
appeared in the Gazette of Jan, 30, 1917). 
Capt. (actg. Maj. without pay and allces.) G. aisenrre 
relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. (gen. 99) feabet tu- 
ted for that which appeared in the (/azette of July 18). 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULURE AND FISHERIES. 


The Secretary to the Board of Agriculture (Sir A’ 
Griffith-Boscawen) said this was only a change in name. 
As it happened, there was not very much in the name 
“ Board "—it was a most ineffectual body. The Board 
only met when they were summoned, and as he did not 
think they had ever been summoned the effect of their 
meetings had not been very great. He knew there was 
a general feeling among agriculturists that it would be 
better to havea Ministry which would bea real Ministry 
rather than a Board which was a sham. 


OBITUARY. 


NicHoLtson ALMOND, Cambridge House, Kingston-on- 

Thames.Graduated Lond: Jan. 1880, Fellow Jan. 1887. 

Appointed Examiner for the Membership Diploma 1888. 
ied 4th Dec., aged 68. 


Water Vernon Tuson, Leominster, Herefordshire. 
Lond : Jan, 1887. 
Died 2nd Dec, 


A well-known Leominster citizen, Mr. Walter Vernon 
Tuson, veterinary surgeon, of Marsh House, passed away 
suddenly on Tuesday evening, 2nd inst., from heart 
trouble which no doubt had its origin in two previous 
severe attacks of rheumatic fever. 

Mr. Tuson, who was a well-known and respected pro- 
fessional gentleman of the town, came to Leominster 
about 1879 on purchasing the practice of Mr, J. R. Hill. 
He was the principal promoter of the establishment of 
“E” Troop of Shropshire Yeomanry Cavalry, and went 
into training at Shrewsbury in 1882. Originally a ser. 
geant, he became staff-sergeant and later was given a 
commission as lieutenant. At the outbreak of war he 
was mobilised as a veterinary officer, and served for 
about twelve months, but had to give up his duties ow- 
ing to an affection of the heact. turning to Leomin- 
ster he devoted himself to his practice. As recently as 
Saturday he went to Shrewsbury with Lieut. J. Trewin 
to attend a dinner of the Shropshire Yeomanry and it 
was there that he complained of having contracted a 
chill. He was a professional gentleman who was much 
sought for his opinion on all class of stock. Admitted 
to be a most conscientious and thorough man of business, 
his reputation for unbiassed judgment in his services 
between vendor and purchaser in the horse trade was 
widely recognised. tterly he had a very large connec. 
tion in the testing of Hereford cattle for exportation. 
He was the veterinary surgeon to the Leominster Agri- 
cultural Society, the Kington Horse Show, and other 
local associations. He was a member of an old family 
of the City of London, his father being a freeman of the 
City. He was a Freemason, and a Past Master of the 
Royal Edward Lodge.— Leominster News, 


A College of Veterinary Science is to be established 
in South Africa, and the first Principal will be Sir Ar- 
nold Theiler, a former director of the Veterinary Re- 
search Branch of the Union Department of Agriculture. 
The Times. 


Foot- 
— | Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t 
Cases Disease. 
\Confrma) ony | ani- | Ont- 
Period, breaks) mals, Out- | Ani- [breaks 
(a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Dec, 6 5 x 
1918 8 q 10 
aes 1917 s | 8 
Total for 49 weeks, 1919 148 # 217 | 268 70 | 8066 22 68 | 4676 | 9279 | 850] 2200 1001 
1918 | 86 art 282 | 28 8 40 $1 98 | 4121 | 7471 | B17] 1826 581 
Corres 1917 400 | 455 26| 2929 | 4840] 476] 2083 857 
pe 1916 | | | 609 | 607 1 | 78 45 | 114] 1973 | 4348] 284] 4111 | 9061 
a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Connties affected, animals attacked ;— 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Deo, 9, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
Nornz,—The figures for the Current Year are°approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Dee. 5. | 

t 
“ 5 DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


